Mrs. K was a 39-year-old wife and
mother of three who suffered for
years with asthma. She used pre-
scribed inhalers on a routine basis to
manage her condition. On one par-
ticular day, however, Mrs. K had a
serious asthmatic flare-up, which
required her to go to her local hospi-
tal for emergency treatment.

In the emergency room, Mrs. K was
promptly triaged and seen by medi-
cal personnel. During the first hour,
she was monitored, provided medi-
cations, and received respiratory
therapy to help with her labored
breathing. Subsequently, a decision
was made by the emergency room
physician to intubate Mrs. K to pro-
vide her oxygen through an endo-
tracheal tube.

Following the intubation, Mrs. K was
placed on a mechanical ventilator to
assist in the delivery of oxygen to her
lungs. Tragically, the mechanical ven-
tilation equipment was set at a level
such that oxygen was being pushed
into Mrs. K’s lungs, but was not pro-
viding enough time for air to be ex-
pelled. One of the greatest difficulties
for an asthmatic having an attack is
the inability to adequately exhale.
The mechanical ventilator used on
Mrs. K did not provide any assistance
in that regard. As the air pressure

in Mrs. K’s lungs increased, it caused
pressure on her heart, thereby caus-
ing her to go into cardiac arrest.
Once the emergency room team dis-



covered the problem, they attempted
to resuscitate Mrs. K, but her heart
had been stopped long enough to
cause a serious brain injury. Mrs. K
went into a coma for a period of
months and then passed away.

Attorneys Chris Searcy and Chris
Speed were retained to handle this
case. As often happens in complex
medical cases, which require several
weeks to try, this case had been set
for trial four different times over the
past two years. Once a firm trial date
was finally set for this fall, Mr. Searcy
and Mr. Speed were able to resolve
the case on behalf of Mrs. K’s family
for $1.575 million. The majority of the
money has been placed into annuities
that will provide financial security for
Mrs. K’s three children. m



